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BEING 
ConsipERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c: 





From Tuel dap; Oftober x3. to Churfoay, Oktober ts. 1713. 


—— 





The People who Oppofe this Paper, perfetly ignorant and unexperienced in Trade. 


One oftheir Writers acknowledges he has no Experience in it, 


rett him. 
His Direttors proved as ignorant as himfelf. 


Their Account. of Wines Imported formerly, 


ut boafts of the Judgment of thofé,who di= 


wpe: 


brought by them to prove the Influence the Prebsbitions had om 


the Portugal Trade, proved to be againSt them 3 and the groffest Stupidity and Ignorance of sheim 


People detetted and expofed. 


The like Ignorance di[covered in their’ Pretences to Clandeftine Trade. 


No room for Smuggling ,when Wine paid 35 S. per Hogfhead; Brandy 11. 10's. per Tow, and Silks 3s. on 


401. Value Cuftom. 
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HE Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce 
have not only ee a a Perfon to write 
for them,who confeffes in Print,that he has 

' tio Experience of what he writes about; but 
themfelves difcover the groffeft Ignorance in what they 


diftate to their hired Writer, that can.be imagined: and 
whereas their faid Wrirer fays,he has the Judgment o 


the moft experienced’ Merchants to fiipport what he- 


fays; the MERC ATOR, who othcrwife never found 
any thing they have yet faid worth geri to, or that 
had any App<arance of etdgment and Experience in 
Frade, muftbeftow one Paper upon them, to Jet the 
World and themfelves foe wee Men of Expetience they 
are, who dppofe the Treaty ot Commerce; that the Gen- 
tlemett, who take up this difficult Work,may take care 
to get better Inftructors, elfe theit own Friends will 
foon be afhamed of them. 


In one of their Papers, they Print the following 
Scheme of the Wine Trade: a Scheme,ivhich is very 
true, which the MERC ATOR is very willing fliould 
be feen, and having had it Jong by him, defigned to pro- 
duce againft them in due time, if their unexampled Ig- 
norance had not now produc’d it againft thenifelyes. 
The Scheme is as follows: | 


i. ed © 
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The Ufe thefe People would make of this Account, 
is to fhew, that faunetiacely upon a Stop of the French 
Trade by any Prohibition, a mighty. Trade fucceeded 
with other Countries, efpecially Spain and Portugal, andy 
that as foon as ever the French Trade opened again, the 
faid Ns to Spain and Portugal declined; as, for Ex- 
am pie, 

rom iets, Ton of Portugal Wines Imported in 
168§, and no French Wine at all, to 289; Ton of Por-, 
tigal Wine in 1686, and 12,760 Ton of French Wine, 
the Trade to France being then opens 

Now the MERCATOR defires all the Trading 
part of the Nation but to judge, what Fixperienc’d Mer= 
chants thefe are, and by what fort of People the. !ntereft- 
of Trade is pretended to be Efpoufed; and this fhal| ber 
an unanfwerable Teft of it, even the worft Enemy bepg 
Judge. The Cafe is a well-known Cafe, Men of Expeer 
sience in Trade cannot be ignorant of it. A 

Anno 1679 the Prohibition of the French Trade was, 
made by A& of Parliament, foon after the Popith Plot 5, 
the firft Year or two it was kept to fo firigily at the Cp-’ 
ftom-houfe, that if any Wine or Brandy was taken, it. 
was brought tothe Cuftom-houfe Keys and flav’d; and 
if any French Silks, or other dry Goods, were .takeny; 
they were burn’d. 








The Court at that time having other Views,than the, 
Parliament, and being not pleafed with the Prohibicion, 
becaufe it confiderably fank the Revenue, were for ta-* 
king it off: But the Parliament being not difpofed to, 


Ai ACCOUNT of Itnes Imported into the Port 
of London only 5 v/z. 


ISrench Wines Portug. Wines.Span. Winc| R henifL Wines. thar, a Medium wis found out, which pleafed the Coure : 
Years. for the fame Reafon, that the other difpleafed them, 

te Tons. Gall. — mor | po “ weet 6 This was to give the Com miflioners of _ the Cuftome, 
te EI | cl’ 3 XS nah Ase 7 ed th private Orders to admit the French Wines to Enter. 
1684] —— | 1611 108 112851181] 1302 | 163 paying Spanifh -Wine Duties; this began .in the Year 
168 — |. fra18s] 140 | 4430/ 100f Ta57 | 174 ib Immediarely we fee, that very Year the Imports , 
1GNG 19760] 237 ROP-L sy: | 4198 [ewer Reet Or of Portiigal ahd Spain, whi-h as to Duties. were the, 
168 1s 548 | 9 327 | 26 | 3962 234 923} 9t f. 1d € Rhenifh Wj gee ge : 
t6S8f 14218) 37h $40 | 205 3293) 2227 S84] 191 amc, and o cm Ine, which differed but little, 
1689] iniog}- onb sro fazer fl x6sef ist osyefroy rife to 15,381 Ton, (viz) : 
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Portugal Wines 1003 Tort 
Spanifh, Wines 8420 Ton 
Rhenith Wines 5958 Ton 
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Whereas the ufval Imports of thofe Winiés before 


was in 1077-8. 
: Portugal Wines 176 Ton 
Spanith Wines 5272 Ton 
Rhenifh Wines 808 Ton 


—_—_— 
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This Praétice continuing for ‘the whole remaining 
time of the Prohibition, you find the Portugal or 


-™ 


Spanifh Wines Imported amounted, as by the Scheme © 


above, to 


"682 Portusal 


! ine 13860 Ton. 
‘1683 Port zal” 


ine’ 16772 Ton: And the like. 


-Not that’ thefe- were Portugal” Wines a€ all: Had 


thefe experienced, Merchants known ‘their Right-Hands 
from their Left it Matters of Trade, they would not 
have betray'dfuch egregious Stupidity as to pretend 
Portugal produced any fuch Quantity of Wines at that 
time i: but the French Wines pn the Spanifh- Wine 
Dities, and- Entered as from Portugal and Spain, as 
above ; and this was fo pleafing to the Court, to whom 
it brought in fo acceptable a Sum of Money, that it 
was thought: it occafioned the Prohibition 10 lie on 
than itswould otherwifé-have done, the Portugal 
and Spanifh Wines at that time paying 9 1. odd Money 
er Ton Cuftom more than the French.. And thus. it 
od, almoft all that~ Reign, till the Deathyof King 
arles IJ. or very near it. - : 
Befides the experience of the Merchants, to whom 
the MERCATOR: freely Appeals for the Truth of 
this, the very Scheme they have Printed makes it out, 
aii! is therefore Printéd, as abovefaid, againft théir own 
Aveuinents, by their own Heads. ~ 
Eor if Portugal had fuch a Quantity of Wines be- 
fore, what did they do with them ? No Nation in the. 
World but England could take them off their Hands, 
if they had not, how could they’ in Two Yeats raife 
Vineyards to produce from 2 or 300 Ton to 13000Ton? 
‘ Obferve again the Year 1684. the Bulk of te Wines 
were Entered from Spain, and not from Porttgal, by a 
pattitular Nicety of the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, 
not unknown to thofe Merchants, who knew Sir Nich. 
Butler, of flagrant Memory: Immediately the Portugal 
Wires appesr to be but 1611 Ton, the Spanih £1285 
Ton, as per the Scheme: What became of the Portugal 
Wines then, if they had fo many ¢ | 
'The Cafe is pla, the general Quantity of Wines 
Imported from Portugal ina Year, till the Year 1-84-5, 
was from.200 to 309 Ton, and no more, and all the 
reft were French ‘vines Entered as arte Wines, and 
paying Spanifh-Wine Duties to Bilk the Prohibition. 

n the Year 1686, the Prohibition being taken off, 
aiid jthe. Trade laid open again, the French Wine 
Entered as French, and immediately we find the Portugal. 
Wines fink to 289 Ton a Year; the Name of Portugal 
Wine being no Jonger necdful to be made ufe of to 
céver the Enrty of French Wine, 

(On the orher Hand, if rhis had not been fo, but we 
haw? immediately flepr Out ‘of the Portugal Trade into 
ee leave their Wines off to fuch a De- 
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that Account, but} on the contrary, it has Encreafed 
vere ’ 

ai 
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they: 
1685-6 ? 
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 Thefe are rhe Advocatés For rejeting our Commerce 
with France, and thefe the experienced Merchants, who 
dictate to an unexperienced Writer in behalf, as they 
pretend, of the Britith Trade, which it is evident they 
how little of. “This confirms the MERC ATOR, 
and may others, in what has been faid, (viz.) That it is 
net Frade but-Party;-that thefe-Men are caftyitig on. 

One other Teftimony of the experienced Merchants, 
and of their Knowlege or their Honefty, choofe they 
whether it fhall be called, is as follows : 

In their late Attempt of aScheme to make the paft 
Trade to France look greatg,they make an Eftimate 
: | ine from France, which over 

4,284;439 10: 3: they fay ought 
to be fuppofed to be ea 

OF Goods Run, 8c. 428129 16 9 
Fithef they mean this was to be fuppofed Run in the 
former Trade, or will be for the future. 

If they do not mean it was Run formerly, why do 
‘add it torthe Account’ of the Impertations of 








What is it poffible this Sum could te Run in! Would 
any Men in their Wits Run Brandy, when it paid but 
30'seper Ton ! or Wine when jt paid but 35 s. perHhd! 
Was this worth any Man’s while; what then muft the 


- Goods be: The Alamodes and Luftrings paid Fut a 


trifleof a Duty;"compared toithe Value of the Rifque, 
being but 6..-per 20]. weight; the orher ‘wrought 

ilks bs about 28.9 d, per 20]. weights: No. Men 
but fuch, as were Diftracted, would run the Rifque of 
. | Value, tofave 3s. 

Thefé Things being then fet afide, what could thefe 
Clandeftine Importarions confift’ of ?’ There. were but 
two or three forts of Goods, which were Prohibited 
from» coming in from France; thefe were chiefly Hats, 
Lace, and Jellemy Gloves, the Lace was but\little trom 


~ Frante, Flanders was the chief, Place.tor’ that Commo- 


dity ; if Hats and Gloves could make up the Sum, it muft 
be prodigiotis. ~~ 
_ In fhort, all the -other Goods from France; which 
make the Bulk of their Trade, are coarfe Goods, and the 
Duties on thofe,which are Picecblenere then fo tri- 
fling, thar there was no room for Clandeftine Trade, 
no need of it, no Advantage by it fuirable to the Rifque. 
‘Tt is left then to thofe experienced Merchants, to let 
the World know, in what kind of Goods.from France 
thofe Clandeftine Importations were made, and how 
they can make it, probable,that fuch a Sum as 4.281. per 
Ann. was Run on Shore Clandeftinely in the Year 


tg 

_ The MERCATOR owns there is now a prodigi- 
ous and fatal Improvement, of the finuggling Trade, 
and that it is carried on in all parts of this land to 
fuch a Degree, as is without Example, to the Ruii of 
the Trade it felf, and the Difcouragement of fair Mer- 
chants ; and that as this is occafioned by the prefcnt ex- 
ceflive Duties on Wines, Brandies, Silks and Linens from 
France, and that this is- the true Reafon, why ex peri- 
enced Merchants wilh for opening and ‘fetrling the 
Trade, that fo the Duties may be fo Moderated. as to 
make Clandeftine Trade lefs worth while, and yet kept 
fo high,as to fecure us again{t. an Import too large for 
our Irade: And this is the true Defign of the Bill of 
Commerce, as fha!l appear in our farther Difcourfes. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Pollof the Livery-Men of the City of Lon- . 

don, at the Eleétion tor Members of Parliament: 
Begun Monday, Odtober the’ 9th, 1710. and ‘ended the 
Saturday following. Shewing who each Perfon Poll’d 
for. The Names of thofé i did not Poll. Printed 
for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. Price 1s. 
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LONDON: Printed for Bens. Toox Ey at the Jemple-Gate. and 
Joun Barser, on Lambeth-Hil. ( Price 3 Half-pence.) 
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